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This course explores the visual materials that shed light on pre-modern China’s Buddhist, Daoist, and other 
diverse religious and ritual practices. We will examine the range of social and ethnic backgrounds that participated 
in the making, spreading, and use of religious visual culture in traditional China. Topics may include: funeral art 
and ritual; images of heaven, hell, and rebirth; and representations of gender, among others. Students will 
develop analytical skills, critical thinking skills, and holistic views regarding the meaning, function, and style of 
the arts of diverse religious traditions in China.
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